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Deputy Prime Minister Xhaferi, Minister of Education and Science Kralev, 

Rear Admiral Messerschmidt, distinguished guests, partners and friends, good 

morning. 

 

I’m pleased to be here today at this very important event, and to have the 

opportunity to reiterate the ongoing support and commitment of the U.S. Mission 

in Skopje to greater interethnic harmony and understanding in Macedonia.  

Embracing the diversity of others and respecting cultures, languages and ethnicities 

different from our own is critical to the security and prosperity of a community and 

a country.  And these lessons of harmony, respect and tolerance are ones that are 

fundamental to a child’s education – both in the home and in school. 

 

My colleagues at the U.S. Embassy and throughout the international 

community in Skopje have been deeply saddened and concerned by the violent 

events of the past week.  These criminal acts have no place in a free society and 

must be punished in accordance with the law.  They underline the urgent need for 

projects precisely such as this one which promote interethnic harmony in 

Macedonia.   We support the comments of Prime Minister Gruevski and a number 

of political leaders who have called on all parties to remain calm and to work for 

peaceful coexistence.  

 

I would like to take a moment to recognize and to applaud Deputy Prime 

Minister Xhaferi and Minister of Education Kralev for their leadership and their 

support for this important project and the best ideals of integrated education.  Their 

presence here today amplifies the message of harmony and respect so critical to a 

strong and secure community.   

 

The USAID Interethnic Integration in Education Project is a four-year, $5.2 

million initiative that is co-financed by USAID and the U.S. European Command.  

This program will build awareness and provide diversity training, technical 



assistance, and incentives to school boards, principals, teachers, administration 

officials, and parents, primarily at the local and municipal level.  Parents, 

especially, will play a vital role in the success of this program.   Communicating 

clearly with parents and others in the community about the benefits of these 

programs for their children is therefore an important aspect of this project. 

The Macedonian Civic Education Center will implement the project in partnership 

with several other local organizations.  We at the US Mission are proud of the 

support that USAID and our other offices provide to local organizations to build 

their capacity and ensure their sustainability over the long term.   

 

We hope that, through this project we will also help promote interethnic 

integration, and increase awareness in students, teachers, school management and 

the wider community.  That awareness and the positive experiences this project 

will bring can bring great positive changes to communities around this country, 

and the children that are their greatest resource.    

 

I wish you all great success and look forward to following your many 

activities in the months and years to come.  You will stand as role models to 

educators, students, and their families around this country.  Thank you. 

 


